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Students from areas hit Student Helping Hands

by drought deprived of
examination fee waiver

Eligible candidates say there is no awareness about the government announcement

1Sukhada Khandge
G timesgroup.com
TWEETS & ThePunahirror
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Kuldip Ambekar, who comes fror Osma-
nabad and isstudying 2t Maratha Mitra Man-
dal'sShankarrao Chavan Law College, pointes]
out, “lam in my first yeas. | submitted allthe
documents needed o apply fora waiver ofthe
‘eaminationfee, suchashom
come certificate, ete. Yet when | sought the

Underscoris
leges, a student

the negligence of the col-
m Besd, whe chose to be

‘ails,in-  ananymous, aid, “ pald thefees, unaware of

the concession. Now that I've learnt of the
. Similart

informedthe studentsabout thewaiver. The:

usually fail to submit the necessary doe

mentsto support their claim, If they furnisi
esame, me:nuegcwll]nmdﬂvwai’n:nmh

up. The college hasalsanol putuptienoticere-
garding the waiver 1o alert eligible students,

from AKK New Law Academy,
informmed, *l am yet 10 pay the exam fec but

examize,
palofShankarraoChavan Law College.
Nowthestudentshave tumediotheva

He complained that the examination fee
of fs 1,075 for the current semester is being
wollected from students belonging 10
droughi-hit districts, The state government
hias declared 12 districts, especially those in
Marathwada and northern Maharashia as
drought-affected zones.
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While the students are now demanding
that a proper awareness needs (0 be created
about the scheme, with its notice being read
outineveryclassroom, collegeauthoritiesare
insisting, that the students arc aware of the
waiver but are not furmishing the required
dacuments 1o wvall the cancesion, "Herve

of the announced waiver, While the direc
tor of board of examination department
Ashok Chavan, was unavailable torespor
to gueries on the isue, SPPU regista
Prafulla Pawar, admi
e
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Educating and

nourishing students via food scholarships
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ALMOST A decade ago, Kuldeep
Ambekar moved to Pune from
Ambi village in Dharashiv to pur-
sue amaster’s degree in chem-
istry. During 2 cruclal phase, his
farmerpamts struggled through
2 severe famine and were unable
o sznd him Rs 5000 for his living
expensesinthedty.

“I could not afford exam fees
and would walk long distances
from college to the university be-
cause | has no money for buses,”
he said. That led the youngster to
set up ‘Student Helping Hands'
(SHS), dedicated to support chil-
dren who migrate to Pune from
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For students from Marathwada,
no return home this summer

Avolunteer outfit is their only c;uppo] t as they battle homesickness

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE

PUNE

As drought and the con-
comitant water crisis grip
Maharashtra, several stu-
dents from the State’s
parched hinterland study-
ing in Pune city have no
choice but to skip their
summer visit to their res-
pective hometowns.

The drought has com-
pelled these students, who
hail from some of the
worst-hit districts in the
Marathwada region, to be
‘exiled’ in Pune during
their summer holidays.

According to 2l-year-old
Vinayak Renewal, an M.A.
student at S.P. College, a vi-
sit to his home in Nanded at
this time of the year could
cause embarrassment to
him and his family.

“Much as I would love to
go home for the summer,
my presence there would
only add to the burden of
my family. The drought and
water crisis has ravaged
farmlands in my village,
putting a great financial
strain on my father. If 1 go
there now, he would feel
sorry at not being able to
offer me something and I in
turn would be ashamed to
ask him for financial help,”
says Mr. Renewal.

His father’s two-acre cot-
ton and soyabean plot has
been destroyed by the
truant monsoon, plunging
the family into debt. To
support himself and pay for
his studies the student
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5,000 such students through our
food scholarship programme. Yet
many survive on just one meal a
day,"hesaid. “Arecent health sur-
vey of 600 children showed that
42 percent of girlsand 26 percent
of boyswereanaemic!”, headded.
Ambekar(31)whoset upSHS
in 2018 recalled his personal
struggle and how along with
otherfriendsa protest marchwas
taken out. “We were just 200 stu-
dents from across Marathwada
and Vidarbha but faced several
challenges. We collected data of
1,800 such students studying in
colleges affiliated to PU and our
demand was for basic needs.
Therewere students from suicide-
affected farmer families and the
administrationat thevarsity soon
tooknotice, Somedonorsalsode-

As part of SHS, Ambekar and
volunteers would assist students
whocametoPune fromdrought-
affected regions with accommo-
dation, quality of mess food and
guide them with educational de-
tails. “Still, several face challenges
and hence we decided tosetupa
food scholarship schemewith the
support of donors. Eligible stu-
dents are selected based on vari-
ouscriteria,” he pointed out.

The enterprising youthisalso
associated with programmes con-
ducted by Rashtra Seva Dal and
would be a bridge to convey stu-
dents’ problems with the organ-
isers. Pramod Mujumdar, trustee
at RJD- set up in 1941, which
playedanimportantrolein India’s
freedom struggle, noted that most
students would not have break-

Welfare Foundation), a senioi
pathologist, we decided to con-
ductamedical check-up camp for
579 students. We found, to our
dismay, that atleast42 percent of
girlsand 26 percent of boys were
anaernic,” Mujumndar said.

"In our interviews with the
students, several complained
about anxiety and mental health
challenges,” Nitin Vaidya,
National President, Rashtra Seval
Dal said. “The results of the sur-
vey in terms of nutritional defi-
ciencies and mental stress are
startling and depressing,”
Manisha Gupte, noted activist
said. She added that it was vital
that students like Ambekar and
others, who based on their own
experience of hunger and dest-
tution upon coming to Pune for
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Fnend inneed: A volunteer distributing food to stu(‘

from drought-h

part of my fees, books and
other study material. It is
tough to surmount the soar-
ing education costs, but
there is no other way,” says
Mr. Renewal, who sleeps in
a clothes godown at might
to defray his expenses.

No unique situation
Twenty- four-year-old Niv-
rutti Tigote, hailing from
Rinsangaon in Nanded's Lo-
ha taluk, has a similar story.
Now pursuing his M.A, in
Economics from S.P, Col-
lege, his father’s death from
cancer in 2017 was a turn-
ing point in his life.

“At that time [in 2017], |
seriously toyed with the
idea of giving up education
and settling in my village to
care for my mother. But [
was persuaded by my
teachers who said I could
only secure my future
throngh studies. Moreover

*SPECIAL

crops have beer
troyed,” says Mr. Tig

He says that his si
is not unique. It is th
of hundreds of st
across Marathwada
have no jobs and hail »
villages reeling under ac.
agrarian distress.

Mr. Tigote, who shares a
single room in Pashan with
five other students hailing
from drought-hit regions,
has taken up a job with a ca-
tering service to sustain
himself. “I get 600 for a
night event and 3400 for a
day job," he says.

For 26-year-old Deepak
Kangane, hailing from Ran-
mala in drought-racked Jal-
na district, there is no leav-
ing Pune until he “makes
good” by cracking one of
the competitive exams.
“Like many others, I hail
from a family of farmers. [
had twa unsnecessful at-
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twice -
mer and tu.
during the Diwan ..

“They are cut off
their families, withou
tional support anc
forced to battle it out
big city. To ease the
penses, the SHH is h
700 students from dr
hit regions by pro
them two meals a di
are also helping thes
dents secure part-tim
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Helpmg hands reach outwith
DROUGHT-HIT, BUT FOOD A NON-ISSUE A students’ group, formed in 2018, is providing two free r
students in the city from drought-affected pans of the state. They are also providing hostel facilities at af
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Born into hardship that strained his own acadernic pursuits, Kuldeep Ambedkar strives to e ition s, 0 buy books _ easily e I
empower students in the rural districts of drought-prone Marathwada region out of his ~ “*lrttedandsheliel - siugie” b s
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